
Biotech corporations aren’t just engineering crops – they’re also
engineering myths and misinformation about the need, safety
and envi ronmental impacts of thei r products. Here are three of the
top myths about GE crops… busted.

BBuussttiinngg mmyytthhss aabboouutt GGMMOO ccrrooppss..

MMYYTTHH ##22:: GGeenneettiicc eennggiinneeeerriinngg iiss kkeeyy ttoo ffeeeeddiinngg aa hhuunnggrryy wwoorrlldd..
FACT: The vast majority of GE crops are engineered for just one
thing: herbicide tolerance. Five out of every six acres of GE crops

grown worldwide are engineered for herbicide-tolerance, a nice way of

saying they’ l l survive being drenched wi th what would normal l y be a

toxic dose of herbicide, usual l y glyphosate. The majori ty of these crops

are used to feed l i vestock, not humans.

FACT: The widespread adoption of GE crops has caused pesticide
use to skyrocket, and pesticides are, by definition, made to kil l .
The use of glyphosate, the active ingredient in Roundup, on corn and
soybeans increased from 10 mi l l i on pounds in 1995 — the year
“Roundup Ready” crops were introduced — to 204 mi l l i on pounds in
2013, a 20-fold increase, according to the USDA. The World Heal th
Organization just declared that glyphosate is a probable carcinogen, so
th is massive increase in i ts use is, indeed, cause for safety concerns.

MMYYTTHH ##11:: GGEE ccrrooppss aarree ssaaffee..

MMYYTTHH ##33:: GGEE ccrrooppss aarree bbeetttteerr ffoorr tthhee eennvviirroonnmmeenntt..
Fact: Planting hundreds of mil l ions of acres with herbicide tolerant
crops has caused great harm to the environment. Monarch
butterfl i es have decl ined by 80 percent in the past 20 years and the
massive increase in glyphosate use is a leading cause because i t i s a
uniquely potent ki l l er of mi lkweed, the sole host plant for monarchs.
Concerning levels of glyphosate can be found in our waterways, food,
and even in breast mi lk.

DDoonn’’tt BBeelliieevvee tthhee HHyyppee
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